COWCH and memoriam video links: https://wildlife.org/alaska/cowch/ [old website]
Memoriam PDF links: https://www.twsalaska.org/about-us/our-heritage/  [new website, YouTube channel link]
Awards list: https://www.twsalaska.org/annual-meeting/#awards [bottom of last annual meeting]
Newsletters with memoriams:
Fred Dean   (Feb 2015)
Tom Meier (Sept 2012)
George West (Sept 2016)
Bob Stephenson (Dec 2016)
Brina Kessel May 2016)
Lloyd Lowry (April 2019)
Rodney King (April 2019)
Jerry McGowan (Dec 2018)
Jim Rearden (May 2017)
Samuel Harbo (Sept 2018)
Herb Melchior (Sept 2018)
Roger Smith
Vic Barnes
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to improve techniques for
monitoring deer populations
in Southeast Alaska.
Valkenburg also assisted his
wife in studying wolverines
in the northwestern U.S.
and Canada. Most recently,
he worked with the Wildlife
Conservation Society and
North Slope Borough on
wolverine surveys across the
North Slope.

Valkenburg was born in
South Africa in 1950 and

grew up in upstate New York.

He earned his bachelor’s
degree in wildlife science
from the University of Maine
in 1972 and his master’s
degree in wildlife manage-
ment from the University of
Alaska in 1976, where he
studied brown bears in what

was then known as Mount
MeKinley National Park.

He was an experienced
trapper, hunter and a
certified range safety officer.
In 2008, the University

of Maine presented him

an Award of Professional
Excellence. He and his wife
recently received the Safari
Club International Kenai
Lifetime Achievement Award.

He chronicled his life in the
book 49 Years in the 49
State: A Wildlife Biologist
Reflects on Nearly 50
Years of Adventure and
Exploration in Alaska.

Survivors include his wife;
his son, Toby; and his
brother, Nick.
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TWS member Patrick Valkenburg passed away in December
2021 at the age of 71.

Valkenburg was born Sept. 9, 1950. During his long career with
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as a research biologist,
Valkenburg was instrumental in refining techniques for the
aerial photocensus of caribou and for monitoring the population
dynamics and ecology of Alaska’s caribou herds. As pilot of the
survey aircraft and an experienced survey biologist, Valkenburg
provided important data for Alaska’s largest caribou herds.

His ability to work across boundaries resulted in an outsized
contribution, and his work was respected by other caribou
biologists in Canada, Scandinavia and Russia.

Valkenburg served as ADFG research coordinator until retiring
in 2003. He returned to the agency as deputy commissioner in
2009, and after his second retirement, he continned to work
in wildlife research and management with his wife, Audrey.
He conducted wildlife surveys as a contract pilot and worked




